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Health impacts found from California  
Railyard Health Risk Assessments in 2007  

• The total cancer risk from the four Commerce railyards 
impacts 76,000 Acres and exposes more than 1,285,200 
 people to cancer  
 
• The risk of 25 in a million reaches a 3-4 mile radius in 
distance from the railyards 

• The HRAs found that in total, the 18 California rail yards 
studied are responsible for 210 tons of diesel pollution a year 
and put more than 3 million people at risk of cancer.  

• Five of these rail yards pose an excessive individual cancer 
risk of 500-2,500 chances per million, well beyond the level 
EPA considers acceptable. 

• Nationally, diesel exhaust poses a cancer risk that is 7.5 
times  higher than the combined total cancer risk 
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